jS<>                  MILK:   PRODUCTION   AND   CONTROL
reach tho lar^e dairies or collecting stations for treatment. Heyond, any doubt milk should bo refrigerated and pasteurised at tho earliest possible moment after it is produced and points of expediency raised by various interests must not be permitted to maintain a, system whereby the bulk of the milk remains unprotected either through indifferent cooling, faulty storage or trom over-centralisa I ion of the points of treatment. A sufficient number of properly equipped cooling stations should be set xip, reasonably accessible to pioducers who possess no proper cooling facilities, so that, after extraction from the cow, milk can be quickly delivered for adequate cooling. There may be insufficient plant for this purpose at the present time but neither are there sufficient suitable water supplies or plant for every individual producer to cool his milk. It should be borne, in mind also that less plant would be required for p'oup cooling than for individual working and possibly redundant plant from larger dairies could be adapted for this purpose, or a well-equipped producer could offer facilities to his less fortunate neighbours. Whether these stations should bo set up, as it is claimed in some quarters they should be, by the purchasers of the milk, or co-operatively by
producers, does not affect the necessity. By such grouping it would be possible to abolish or, at least, reduce delays and difficulties caused through faulty transport. It is probable that the erection of such cooling stations would be welcomed by producers ns a practical solution to their problems, while the large dairies would be pleased to receive milk in better condition and would have, a better working margin. The, White Paper envisages the provision of pasteurising plants by local authorities to handle the milk of small pro-dnee.rs. Where it is found impossible to obtain suitable treatment tor the milk by other means, co-operation an such lines is necessary for the protection of this proportion of the
country's milk supply. It is surely worth while, therefore, to evolve, some scheme of adequate cooling of milk at the earliest possible moment after production. ICxporimenls carried out by the Milk Marketing Board, which are si ill not completed, have shown that the temperature of milk which is reasonably cool on collection does not rise sufficiently in transit to cause its rejection at the dairy, always provided that it is produced in a satisfactory manner. A temperature rise, in the milk of i" to 2" F. per hour has been reported during transportation, if not cinciently cooled, however, such milk will deteriorate rapidly in .spite of the tendency for the milk temperature to decrease when travelling long distances due to the rush of wind when the lorry is moving, ICxperimcnts have also shown that the covering of loads with sheets exerts little effect unless an air space exists between tho cover and tho churns,
The delivery of milk may be said to occur in stages. Fig. 1^9 illustrates the manner in which milk is delivered in one stage by the producer to his customer, when the morning's milk would be approximately six hours old at most; or in two $tages via the distributor, when the product would be a maximum of fifteen hours old.
Milk which has to travel any distance and time requires intermediate
